FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CHRISTMAS DAY

FEASTOF THE HOLY

FAMILY

From the desk of Monsignor Bride
On Christmas Day, the Birth of Christ is
again commemorated throughout the
world. But like the Shepherds of 2000
years ago, once again we come to
observe the stable. Once again, the
simplicity of the stable, the starkness of
- the scene, its abject poverty, should
open our minds and hearts to the wonderment of
what happened there.
It is almost incomprehensible for us to imagine that
the Son of God leaped down from his heavenly,
powerful, all knowing throne to take human flesh in
the womb of a maiden Virgin in Nazareth and
subsequently was born in a stark impoverished stable
in Bethlehem.
We look there and see the poverty, the humility, the
manger, the animals, the persons of Mary and Joseph
and the Infant. There, in that little eyelet of
civilization, all humanity takes its meaning and its
direction. The world will never be the same again.
The symbolism, the incredible humiliation that is
portrayed here gives the whole “story” its
significance. The Son of God accepted this willingly,
lovingly, knowingly because he knew the need of
humanity, the sins of the world, the call for
redemption and salvation that prompted his Father
to ask this humiliating act from His Only Son.
When Jesus Christ accepted our human nature, he
accepted its weaknesses, its lowly sinful existence.
Our world is often characterized by selfishness, by
self-centeredness, by self-love. But on this day, in a
stable of Bethlehem, comes the message and deeds of
the Savior of the World.
We have done nothing to merit this but the Son of
God has not asked for anything. The love, the
redemption, the salvation that this scene merits, is
freely given, freely offered, freely bestowed to all
those who are willing to accept it.
The questions for us are; do we accept it? Do we
embrace it? Do we recognize our need for the
salvation that the baby of Bethlehem offers to us?
That is the 2009 Christmas question!
It belongs to us to answer that as we behold the
stable of Bethlehem.

Monsignor Bride

A Very Holy Happy Merry
Christmas to each of you and to
your loved ones as we celebrate
again the Birth of the Savior of the
World, the prince of Peace!

Mass Schedule for the 4™ Week of Advent.
There will be a 7:30 morning Mass on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday only. There is no
morning mass or confessions on December 24"
Father Ahern will hear confessions on Tuesday,
December 22" from 7:00 — 7:30 PM in church.

Christmas Schedul e

0 5:00 P.M VIGIL MASS Dec 24th(student

pageant will take place at this Mass.)
0 12:00 Midnight Mass Christmas Music

will precede Mass
o0 9:00 A.M.Dec.25th Morning Mass
o]

December 27" is the Feast of the Holy Family.
Families will receive a special blessing at all
the Masses on December 26- 27"

VISIT THE RECTORY!!!
On Sunday (Sa night also), Decenmber 26-27,
after all the Masses,visit the Rectory and see the
Christmas decorations. If you have not been in
the reaory, itOs good chance to see it looking its
finegd.

MASS SCHEDULE FOR
NEW YEARG DAY
JANUARY 1, 2010
On New Year Eve, Thursday, December 317,
therewill bea Vigil Mass at 5:00 P.M.
On New Year@ Day, January 1, 201Q thee
will beonemass at 10:30 A.M.

Please note - NEW YEARG DAY ISA HOLY DAY
OF OBLIGATION.

JHarish Support
The Sewardship offering for
Sunday, December 12, 2009

$10,422.75 Thank you!
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IAduIt Education Class will meet Mondayl

night, Januay 4, 2010,at 7:00 P.M. in the

large classroom.  We shdl condude our
first semester with a discussion on Mo
visit to Mt. Sina.

Thereisno CCD (Grades K-8) on December
27" 2009 There WILL be CCD on Sunday,
January 3, 2010

New Photos for the Complex

We have three beautiful new aerial photos of
our complete Church/meeting room /hall
complex which are hanging on the wall opposite
Monsignor LaRocque‘s photo and dedication of
the Library plaque. They are truly spectacular
and worth the minute you take to view them.
Thank you, Bob and Susan Staab!

Festival of
Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 20 at 7:30 PM
The Story of Christmas in Scripture
and Song
Presented by the Choirs of the
Cathedral
Cathedral of St. Patrick
213 Broadway
Norwich, Connecticut

Free Admission

Regularly scheduled parish events

RosaryE. EEE. E. ..TuesdaysD7:00pm

Pro-Life Megting EE. 1% Wednesday ©9:30am

New Life MegtingEE. 1% Thursday D9:00am
" Thursday 6:30pm

ThursdaysD9:00am

Bible StudyEEEEE

If you think the Lord may be calling you to explore the
possibility of becoming a priest or consecrated religious, or
if you would like more information on discernment activities
of the diocese please contact:
Father Greg Galvin
Director of Priestly Vocations
201 Broadway
Norwich, CT 06360
Office phone - 860 887-9294
Cell phone 860 398-0541
Email: vocations@norwichdiocese.net
Website: www.god-calls.org

Parish events:
Sundgy, Dec. 20D Town Band Concert 2:00 PM
Mondg, Dec. 21 & 28 DNO adut education

Old Lyme Town Band
The Old Lyme Town Band will present a
Christmas concert in Our Lady of Good
Counsel Hall on Sunday, December 20 at
2PM. It is free and open to the public.
Come let music lift your spirit and put you
in a holiday mood.

Michael Edward Brlggs and Sarah Jane
Giuliano

Readings for the Week of December 20, 2009

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday: 1Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66
Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79
Friday: Vigil: 1s62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25
or 1:18-25

Midnight: 1s9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14

Dawn: 1s62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20

Day: 1s52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22

Readings for the Week of December 27, 2009

Sunday: Sir 3:2-7,12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Col 3:12-

21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/L k 2:41-52

Monday: 1Jn1:5---2:2/Mt 2:13-18

Tuesday: 1Jn2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35
Wednesday: 1Jn2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40

Thursday: 1Jn2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18

Friday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
Saturday: 1Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28

Next Sunday: Is60:1-6/Eph 3:2-33, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12




DECEMBER 20, 2009 AND DECEMBER 27, 2009

Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice
and said, " Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken
to you by the Lord would be fulfilled." - Lk 1: 41, 42, 45

MASSINTENTIONS
Saturday, Dec. 19 -Vigil — Fourth Sunday of
Advent
5:00 pm ! Margo Cooney Coughlinr/b Tom & Joan
Moylan
I' Philomena Current r/b Donald & Margaret
Walsh
! Benito Santini r/b Mr. & Mrs. Neil O’Connor
Sunday, Dec. 20-Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 am ! Jean Donnelly r/b Pegnataro Family
10:30 am ! Maurice “Bud” McCarthy r/b wife, Pat
! Ellen Ann Toffolon r/b Husband, Siro
' William T. Flynn r/b Theriault-Smith
Family
' George Rickel r/b Eleanor
Monday, Dec. 21 — St. Peter Canisius
7:30 am  For the parishioners of Christ the King
Tuesday, Dec. 22 — Advent Weekday
7:30 am Michael Flynn r/b Lennard Family
Wednesday, Dec. 23 — St. John of Kanty
7:30 am Intention of the Celebrant
Thursday, Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve
NO MORNING MASS
5:00 pm  For the Parishioners of Christ the King
Midnight For the Parishioners of Christ the King
Friday, Dec. 25 — Nativity of the Lord
9:00 am  For the Parishioners of Christ the King
Saturday, Dec. 26 -Vigil — Feast of the Holy
Family
5:00 pm ! Gerard, Mildred & David Munday r/b
family
' Thomas Douglas r/b Maitland McNamara
I Jim McCusker r/b Tom & Joan Moylan
Sunday, Dec. 27-Feast of the Holy Family
8:00 am ! Arthur P. Kathe & Adelaide Kathe
Chapman r/b their Family
10:30 am ! Augustin Sanchaz r/b granddaughter
I John & Carrie Torrenti r/b John & Eileen
Torrenti
' Marge & Martin Carney r/b John & Eileen
Torrenti
' Thaddeus Piersa r/b parents & family

Jesus said to them, " Why were you looking for me? Did you
not know that I must bein my Father's house?" But they did
not understand what he said to them. - Lk 2:49-50

MASSINTENTIONS
Saturday, Dec. 26 -Vigil — Feast of the Holy
Family
5:00 pm ! Gerard, Mildred & David Munday r/b
family
' Thomas Douglas r/b Maitland McNamara
I Jim McCusker r/b Tom & Joan Moylan
Sunday, Dec. 27-Feast of the Holy Family
8:00 am ! Arthur P. Kathe & Adelaide Kathe
Chapman r/b their Family
10:30 am ! Augustin Sanchaz r/b granddaughter
I John & Carrie Torrenti r/b John & Eileen
Torrenti
' Marge & Martin Carney r/b John & Eileen
Torrenti
' Thaddeus Piersa r/b parents & family
Monday, Dec. 28 — Holy Innocents
7:30 am  For the parishioners of Christ the King
Tuesday, Dec. 29 — St. Thomas Becket
7:30 am For Healing for Zachary Kirla r/b Peter &
Karen Oliver
Wednesday, Dec. 30 — 6™ Day in the Octave of
Christmas
7:30 am  Intention of the Celebrant
Thursday, Dec. 31 — Vigil —Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God
5:00 pm  For the Parishioners of Christ the King
Friday, Jan. 1 — Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God
10:30 am  For the Parishioners of Christ the King
Saturday, Jan. 2 -Vigil — Epiphany of the Lord
10:00 Wedding- Michael Briggs and Sarah Giuliano
5:00 pm ! Anita Landrigan r/b her children
Sunday, Jan.3-Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 am ! John Trawicke & Ralph Centola r/b their
Family
10:30 am ! Jeryl Annello & Matthew & Dylanr/b
family

The statf of Christ the King wishes
you a very happy and healthy new
year-2010!




